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HEATHER BRAYFORD — PUBLIC SERVICE MEDAL 

Statement by Minister for Fisheries 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Fisheries) [9.15 am]: I would like to inform the house of some 
very welcome news. Over the years, I am sure that many members would have had dealings with Heather Brayford, 
the current deputy director general, sustainability and biosecurity, of the Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development. I am pleased to advise that Ms Brayford’s unstinting contribution to Western Australia’s 
civil service was recognised in the recent Queen’s Birthday honours when she was awarded the Public Service Medal. 
She was one of only four Western Australians acknowledged in this year’s honours list and will be presented with 
her medal by the Governor later this year. 

This medal is well deserved. Heather began her public service career in 1986 as a trainee graduate at the then 
Department of Fisheries. Through hard work and diligence, she ascended the ranks and held various senior policy 
positions, culminating in her 2014 appointment as director general of the Department of Fisheries—the first woman 
appointed to that role. Heather’s achievements are many and varied, and listing them would take longer than I have 
to speak at this time, but it is in the area of innovative policy leadership that she excels. Her Public Service Medal 
award recognises her significant, lasting and tangible contributions to the management of our state’s fisheries, especially 
through her exemplary leadership in the areas of legislative reform and policy. Her careful stewardship of WA’s 
fisheries and aquatic resources have helped to ensure their sustainability for our generation and future generations. 

As the Minister for Fisheries, I can unequivocally attest to Ms Brayford’s professionalism and experienced advice 
and I take this opportunity to express my sincere appreciation for both. She has exemplified the core values of 
honesty, trust building and collaborative engagement that are so essential to achieving balanced and fair outcomes. 
I am sure there are members opposite who would support my opinion. I look forward to continue working with 
Heather and commend her achievements to the house. 
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